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Winner of the Top Prize at the LLL Award 2026!
The top honor in an international award recognizing outstanding extensive reading and listening materials.

NHK
ENJOY SIMPLE ENGLISH READERS
Japanese Ghost Stories
from Lafcadio Hearn

Perfect for English Learners

TOP PRIZE

Adolescents & Adults Category
NHK Publishing’s Enjoy Simple English Readers: Japanese Ghost 
Stories from Lafcadio Hearn (Published in October 2025) has won the 
top prize in the Adolescents & Adults category of the 2026 Language 
Learner Literature Award, an international award for extensive reading 
and listening materials selected by The Extensive Reading Foundation. 

THE APPEAL OF THIS BOOK

The Legacy of Lafcadio Hearn, Made Accessible
Lafcadio Hearn introduced Japan’s folklore to the world. This book 
offers international readers a unique opportunity to experience 
traditional Japanese culture, beliefs, and imagination through 
unforgettable stories.

Timeless Japanese Ghost Stories
Discover unforgettable tales such as Hoichi the Earless, Yuki-
Onna, and Mujina, beloved classics that continue to captivate 
readers today.

Reading & Listening Material
An award-winning title from NHK’s popular English-learning 
series, featuring level-controlled English and downloadable 
audio.

DISCOVER THE SERIES
The Enjoy Simple English Readers series is a book adaptation of NHK’s English radio program, 
Enjoy Simple English, which helps learners develop the ability to understand English directly by 
reading and listening to large amounts of simple English. The series is popular as an accessible 
way to learn about folktales, stories, Japanese culture, social issues, and other topics in English. 
Including this title, the series has published a total of 28 titles to date. Audio downloads are also 
available, making it an ideal learning resource for English learners.
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